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Speaker Bios 
 
Prof Edward Kunonga, Director of Population Health Management at North England 
Commissioning Support 
 
 
Edward is a passionate public health professional with 
knowledge, experience and expertise in population 
health management, improving population health, 
tackling health inequalities and healthcare quality at a 
local, regional and national. 
 
 
He has extensive public health experience which 
includes working as a Director of Public health for two 
unitary local authorities in the UK, a consultant in public 
health/epidemiologist. PHM expert for the northeast 
region of England and as a freelance public health 
consultant. He is currently working as Director for PHM 
for NECS as well as a consultant in Public Health for an acute and a mental health trust in 
the northeast of England. He is involved in research, teaching and learning with a number of 
universities. 
 
@ProfKunoz   @NHSnecs  
 
 
Dr Liz Lingard, Transformation Lead (North East & Yorkshire), NHS England and NHS 
Improvement  
 

Dr Liz Lingard works in North East and Yorkshire NHS England 
& NHS Improvement and is currently focussing on Health 
Equity Improvement. She has previously worked as a 
RightCare Delivery Partner and the GIRFT Regional Hub 
Director for North East and Yorkshire and has extensive 
experience of using measurement for quality 
improvement.  She has also worked as a senior MSK 
physiotherapy clinician and academic in the UK, US and 
Australia and recognises the importance of strong clinical 
engagement and research rigour for identifying and 
implementing best practice alongside co-production with our 

communities and partner organisations to successfully transform services to ensure that 
there is equitable access, excellent experience and optimal outcomes.      
 
  
 



 
 
Prof George Peat, Professor of Clinical Epidemiology, Primary Care Centre Versus 
Arthritis, School of Medicine, Keele University 
 
George is a chartered physiotherapist, practitioner member of 
the Faculty of Public Health, and Professor of Clinical 
Epidemiology in the School of Medicine at Keele University. 
He leads applied research on the causes, consequences, 
prevention and management of common musculoskeletal 
conditions. He has a particular interest in use of linked 
primary care data to inform equity-focussed strategies for 
improving musculoskeletal health and care and currently 
leads the MIDAS research programme funded by the Nuffield 
Foundation/Versus Arthritis. He holds an Honorary Academic 
Consultant Contract with the Office for Health Improvement 
and Disparities, heads Keele’s contribution to the NIHR 
School for Public Health Research PHRESH Consortium with 
Birmingham and Warwick, and is a member of the international Lancet Osteoarthritis 
Commission.   
 
@GPeatMSKEpi    George Peat | LinkedIn 
 
 
 
 
Dr James Prentis, Consultant Anaesthetist, Freeman Hospital, Visiting Fellow 
Northumbria University  
 

James trained and graduate in King’s before moving to the North 
East to undertake anaesthetic training and became a Consultant 
Anaesthetist at the Freeman Hospital in 2012. His clinical week 
mainly involves hepatobiliary surgery including liver and pancreas 
transplantation and pre-assessment of the major surgical patient 
incorporating the cardiopulmonary exercise testing service. 
 
He has undertaken 3 years of research prior to becoming a 
consultant in the field of risk assessment prior to major surgery and 

has published widely on cardiopulmonary exercise testing in a variety of surgical patients. 
His other areas of current interest include developing enhanced recovery pathways, 
postoperative cognitive decline and critical incident check lists.  
 
@JamesPrentis   James Prentis | LinkedIn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.keele.ac.uk/midas/
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Kerry Page, Project Development Manager & Public Health Nutritionist, Keighley 
Healthy Living 
 
Kerry is a public health nutritionist and project 
development manager for Keighley Healthy Living and 
has six years’ experience in co-designing community-
health offers. She currently develops and overseas 
delivery and evaluation of health interventions addressing 
health inequalities that support the physical, mental and 
social health of people living in socio-economically 
deprived areas in West and North Yorkshire.   
  
Kerry is committed to community-health options meeting 
local people’s needs and that includes collaboration with 
clinical carers, when appropriate. Recently Kerry led a 
three year co-design research programme to investigate 
how older people living in care homes could eat better 
and reconnect with food holistically. In 2021 she 
developed the co-design methodology for a partnership 
pilot between GP’s, PCNs and VCS to test a clinical↔community care pathway for people 
with chronic musculoskeletal conditions and pain.   
 
@KerryPage2018  @KHL_Keighley 
 
 
 
 
Linda Hindle, Deputy Chief Allied Health Professional Officer and Engagement Lead 
for the Emergency Services, OHID (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities) 
 

Linda Hindle is the Deputy Chief Allied Health 
Professional Officer for England and National 
Engagement Lead for the Emergency Services in the 
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 
Department of Health and Social Care.   
 
She is responsible for championing and supporting the 
contribution of the 14 Allied Health Professions, Fire, 
Ambulance and Police services to improving the 
public’s health across England, as well as supporting 

the national health and wellbeing programmes co-ordinated by the Office for Health 
Improvement and Disparities.    
  
Linda is a co-founder of @AHPs4PH and @Police_Health and a trustee for the charity Sport 
Inspired.  Linda has experience of working in and with Local Authority, NHS, private sector, 
voluntary, research and education organisations.   


