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Dr Marwan Al-Dawoud joined Connect Health in 2016 as a 
Sport and Exercise Medicine Physician working as a 
clinician in the Yorkshire region. He is now the Director of 
Clinical Delivery and is responsible for the clinical side of the 
business. 
 
He qualified from the University of Manchester Medical 
School and has subsequently trained in General Practice as 
well as taking higher-level studies in Sport and Exercise 
Medicine. He has worked in elite sport since 2007 in the 
Rugby League Super League, Premiership Rugby Union, 
Premiership Football, UK Athletics and Ballet. Marwan 
brings extensive clinical experience from a diverse range of environments coupled with 
medical leadership and innovation. 
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Improvement, Consultant Physiotherapist Sutton Health and Care, Epsom and St 
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Andrew is National Clinical Director for Musculoskeletal 
(MSK) Conditions for NHS England and Improvement 
and has an overarching vision to promote best lifelong 
MSK health for all.   
 
He has taken a lead role with regard to the MSK 
response to the coronavirus pandemic in England, the 
evaluation of consequential beneficial changes, 
supporting vaccination in those with MSK conditions and 
the restoration of services.  He is providing clinical 
leadership to the Best MSK Health National Improvement 
programme, focused on improving the performance of MSK services through whole pathway 
transformation, accelerating the restoration of elective care and reducing variation in access 
and outcomes. He is also a Consultant Physiotherapist within Sutton Health and Care 
hosted by Epsom and St Helier NHS Trust.  
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Fiona has a clinical background as a 
Physiotherapist and has held various senior 
management roles in the acute provider sector in 
the North East.    
  
Fiona has implemented several complex change 
programmes within many different clinical 
pathways in collaboration with stakeholders across 
her health economy.  
Fiona continues to develop her passion for system 
change and is delighted to be part of this event as 
the Delivery Partner for the North East North 
Cumbria ICS.  
  
Fiona looks forward to sharing her enthusiasm and 
experience in challenging unwarranted variation.  
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Professor Briggs qualified from The Royal London Hospital in 
1982 with honors in surgery and a number of prizes.  After 
his senior registrar training he was appointed to the Royal 
National Orthopaedic Hospital as Consultant in 1992.  His 
specialist interests are in orthopaedic oncology as well as 
surgery to the hip and knee. He was Medical Director at the 
RNOH for 15 years, ensuring a re-build and was President of 
the British Orthopaedic Association in 2014.   
 
He was appointed as National Director for Clinical Quality 
and Efficiency for the NHS in September 2015 and has been 
asked to lead and roll out his GIRFT methodology, developed in orthopaedics, across all 
surgical and medical specialties within the provider network.   
 
Professor Briggs was made a Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
(CBE) in the 2018 New Year’s Honours List for services to the surgical profession. 
 
In January 2019 he was appointed as National Director for Clinical Improvement for NHSI/E. 
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Dr James Hopkinson is joint chair and clinical lead of 
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire CCG. He is a 
Consultant in Sport and Exercise Medicine, and also a 
practicing GP partner. James has been involved in 
commissioning for the last 20 years, and has a real 
interest in transformation with a focus on value.  
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Fredi is Policy Manager for Health and Social Care at the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, where she’s worked for six years.   
  
The MS Society is the UK’s biggest MS charity.   
  
Fredi works with patients, clinicians and other organisations to 
improve access to services, treatment and care for people 
affected by MS. Previously, Fredi worked for the National 
Autistic Society and the Care and Support Alliance.  
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